EXCITEMENT
lies in the territory of the Austria-Hungary of to-day" "Time is working for Serbia and for the destruction of her enemies, who already show signs of plain dissolution" These are the words, not of some irresponsible newspaper article, but or the State Despatch in which Sazonov encouraged the hearts of the Belgrade Government after the first Balkan War. In the autumn of 1913 the Frenchman had written home from Petersburg: "Since the beginning of the Balkan crisis Russia has been seeking above all the humiliation of Austria in the Balkans, as revenge for the humiliation which Count Aehrenthal inflicted on Russia in zpoS." And in January 1914 the Russian Minister of War and the Chief of the General Staff together "gave a categorical assurance that Russia was fully prepared for a duel with Germany, not to speak of one with Austria"
To-day at noon, in this same Petersburg, three mighty realms sat at table together. The nimble Frenchman had made sure of the Foreign Minister by telephone, early in the morning, by promising him a dish which no one else could set before him this day: namely, the British Ambassador. At this luncheon, Sir George Buchanan, a Conservative, not perhaps pro-French, but pro-Russian and certainly anti-German, was forced unwillingly into the defensive. Their host, M. Pal^ologue, was supple, persuasive, and certainly the most excited of the three at this historic meal. Poincar^'s conversation during the last few days had brought his emotions to boiling-point. As long as three weeks ago he had prophesied to Briand: "/ am convinced the storm is coming; when and where it will break, I could not say"
Sazonov, on the contrary, had not yet reached the point of wanting war. Serbia had, after all, put Vienna in a position of moral superiority. Russia herself, despite the soldiers' assurances, was not ready; that he knew for certain. His idea was, therefore, partial mobilisation to keep Germany out of the conflict; pressure on Austria to save Serbia after Austria had won her opening victories. He knew that the partial mobilisation would
72 cowards!"
